nanage where nothing
sellslikesex,sexualityand
sensualityhave become
the mantras of the new
generation wannabes.
Interestingly, the two
terms, though used synonymous-
ly, have differentconnotations.
Dhruv Futnani, a student of
architecture, throwslightonthe
much-confusedterms, “Sensu-
alityisnotjustthewayyoudress.
Itisthe overallimpactonthesen-
sesandvariesfrompersontoper-
son. Itcouldbe the perfumeyou
wearorthesmileinyoureyes;
sensualitygrowsonyou, Asubtle
emotionyoufeel,astreakinpers-
onality, sensuality givesscope for
imagination asitis provocative!
Sexualityhitsyouonthe face.”

For 19-year-old Pranav
Nahar, thetwoareinterrelated,
like strengthand fitness. He says
thehead decidessensuality,and
the hormonesdecide sexuality!
“Sensualityisarefinedusageto
artisticallydescribe something,
an attribute that may vary
accordingtotaste.Itdescribesa
meetingofmindsandcoversa
largerareathanjustsex.”

While heisclearastowhatthe
termsmean, Madhav Sattanad-
han, 21, feelstheyworkintan-
dem:*Itisagreyarea. Thereis
noblackorwhiteasonecanlead
totheother.Itisthe personwho
looksatyouwhodecides.”

Let'sfaceit,peoplewantto
appear theirmostattractive to
the othersex. ForPaul George
Mapillai,director, Goldwire
Communications, sensuality
playedavitalrolein deciding his
lifepartner.“Ifyoudon’tfeel
sensualaboutyourpartner,you
willbeboredsoon. Sexualityis80
percentphysicaland 20 percent
attitude. Asensual personisgen-
uine, pure,confident, down-to-
carthandbeautiful. Someone
whogivesme afeelingofsecuri-
ty.” For him, sensual people
showsexualitywhen theystart
expressing themselves.

Whydomendatesexualwem
enbutsettledownwithihesen-
sual? SaysI G Aiyappa, director,
International Logistics Firm, “A
manwouldn’twanteveryone
lustingafterhiswife. It’sokayto
admire awoman for hersensual-
ity. Butifmenare lustingafter
her,itmakes himfeelinsecure.”

Divya Rajaram, seniorexecu-
tive, Thomas Cook (I) Limited,
feelsthisattitude speaksmore of

Sexual or
SENSUAL?

Does sexuality provoke you

while sensuality stirs you
up? Does your head decide
on one and your hormones
on the other? Views that try
to clear the air

While Karisma ‘sexy, sexy' Kapoor is today a sensuous glam figurine, the Kamasutra condom
brought sox ot of the badroom. Both are distinets metsphors of changing attitudes towards Sex

the average Indianmale’sdou-
blestandards.“Thewomana
mandatesisnotthekind hewill
take hometohismother. Whenit
comestoarelationship, menget
turned-offbysomeoneeasyto
get. Women, sexualbynature,
aredescribedbymenas‘great
girlfriends, butthe lastwoman
onearththey'dmarry!’Sad, but

true, thatawoman hastounder-
playhersexualityifshedoesn’t
wanttobelabelled fast’.”
Theatre personality Kartik
Iyerfeelsthatthischauvinistic
attitude hasitsrootsinculture,
“inasocietywherewomenhave
beenkeptinsidetoolong. But
societyischangingand hopefully
attitudeswillchange too.

“Sensualityisasubtleunder-
tone. Itslack of perversity makes
itdifferentfromsexuality”.

Somewherealong the way,
sensualityseemstohavestarted
emanating positivity, and sexual-
itynegativity. Says Divya Raja-
ram, *Sexualityisassociated
withthe primitive and theunre-
fined. Today, we pride ourselves




inoureducationandculture. Sex
onlyoccupiesapartofourlives
andisdefinitelynotthebe-all
andend-all of existence. Yet.we
are hitwithsomuchsexinasim-
plethinglikeanadvertisement
thatwe forgetwhatthe product
is! Tomorrow,nomatterwhat
MadhuSapre achievesin herlife,
shewillberememberedasthe
girlwhoposednude.”
Outheother hand, the Kama-
sutracampaignisextremelysen-
sual, albeitborderingonthe sex-
ually provocative. Yet,asection
ofsocietyishorrified by the braz-

ennessof the campaign. The

mediaboominthelastfewyears

hasresultedinanabsolutecul-

tuzalrevolutionespeciallyin

tradition-orientedsocieties.

“Sinceithappensevery-

where, you tend to

thinkit'sacceptableon

apsychologicallevel.

There are sensual

iconslike Maria Gor-

etti who the youth
wanttoemulate.”

Youngstersare try-

inghardtobewhat

theyarenot. Bom-

bardedwithimages

of what a sensual

personshouldbe,

theylandinaneon

zone.Perspectives

and morality

codesdifferforeachperson.

“Yhitcnuditymaybetabooin

ourculture,itmaybenormal

elsewhere. What mattersisthat

. we have our own checks and

decideforourselveswhereto

. draw the line. We should be

| equippedtohandlethe outcome
- ofourbehaviour,” says Divya.

AccordingtoPranavNahar,

. “Threetofourgenerationsago,

sexwasnottaboo,[twasacele-

. brationandviewedasnatural

and not harmful.” Does that

meanpeopleinancientIndia ;
hadloose moralsorthatthey @

were more progressive?Many
see Madhubalaastheepitome of
sensuality. Inanagewhere there
washardlyanyexposure,shehad
enigmaandclass. Sensuality thus

sssssssinssssnssssamnaas

became paramountwhencom- :

paredtosexualityasit'snotwhat
youseebutwhatyoudon’tsee

elevision
icons like
Maria Goretti
have become
figures youth
want to emulate
— the way they
dress, talk, act

thatbecomesimportant. Says
19-year-old CherubaDevraj,
“Withage andsophistication,
sexualitybecomessensuality. [t
isonlywhenyougooverboard
thatsensualitybecomesvulgar,
Sensualityistodayasymbol of
sophisticationand grace.”
Somedisagree thatsensuality
canbelearntwithage. Like Kar-
tik, “Sensualityiscarryingitoff

onyourown. It'scultural, andit’s :

left toyoutoacceptordiscardit.”
Mostmenlook atsensualityin
terms of women. As Pranayv
Nahar putsit, “Mendon’tcom-
plimentmen! Wemightsayhe's
friendlyorsweet,butwe’dnever
callhim handsomeorsensual!”
Thetraditional Indiansariis
viewedasthe pinnacle ofsensu-
alitybymany. Kartik Iyer: "It
revealssensual parts. Itcanbe
drapedtolooksexuallyvalgar
too.” Echoes1 G Aiyappa, “The
traditionallookistotallysensual.

ssssnmssaRnaREs

fess smssssssssssmssnen

Forinstance, Mahima Chowdry :

in‘Pardes’. Butshe hasfallen

fromthesensualtothesexual, :
withweirdroles!” Goestoshow. :
therearetwosidestoacoin—it’s :
thewayyouportrayandcarry :
yourself that will determine :

whichsideyoufall.
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